HEREDITY.                                4!

is clear. The introduction of Christianity may be
interpreted more consistently in a totally different
way. The Greek who became a Christian was not
provided with a new set of emotions, but his emotions
were directed into new channels. He ceased to care
for Athens, because Athens had ceased to be an in-
dependent State; he began to be cosmopolitan when
he was forced to be part of a cosmopolitan empire.
The important distinction was no longer the dis-
tinction between Athenian and Spartan, but between
the different classes in the world-wide system. That
is to say, the " altruism " which came in with Christi-
anity was not the product of a new dogma suddenly
dropped from heaven; but of the new social condition,
which made it inevitable that the forces which
previously stimulated a local patriotism should now
exert themselves nearer a cosmopolitan organisa-
tion. This is, of course, a commonplace; but, for
that reason, it should not be simply ignored. It
suggests one other consequence of Mr. Kidd's theory.
It is proved, he says, that the progress of the Western
world is due to Christianity. His " proof," as I
suppose, is that the States which have sprung out of
the old Empire of the West have been Christian and
have progressed. How, then, about the Empire of
the East ? If the great Kingdoms of the West are
the unique example of progress, what is the unique